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the earth, or even to admit that it may exist there
at all; but there seems not a particle of reason
against the doctrine that it may be as common in
the earth as silex or any other of the simple or
compound rocks." The same is true of rock-salt
about which geologists have conflicting opinions,
and of chalk, or pure lime as well. " The largest
active volcanoes at present existing/' says Bake-
well, " throw out the different earths intermixed
with water in the form of mud. Nor should we
limit the eruptions of earthy matter in solution
or suspension, to volcanic craters; the vast fis-
sures or rents which intersect the different rocks
may have served for the passage of siliceous solu-
tions to the surface." " Calcareous or cretaceous
matter is also ejected during aqueous volcanic
eruptions. According to Ferrara, streams of
liquid chalk, or chalk in the state of mud, were
ejected from the mud volcano of Macaluba, in
Sicily, in 1777, which in a short space of time
formed a bed several feet thick." " Nor is it
necessary to suppose, that these aqueous erup-
tions were always sudden, and attended with vio-
lent convulsions, for when a passage was once
opened, they may have arisen slowly and have
been diffused in a tranquil state; and by gradual
deposition, or condensation, may have enveloped
the most delicate animals or vegetables without
injuring their external form." (Bakewell's Introduc-
tion, p. 352.)

" The matter called creta by Ferrara, erupted
from Macaluba, was certainly a soft limestone,
analogous to chalk; and though the eruption